
Japanese Contemporary Art 

NEW CITY ART FAIR 
Chelsea, New York

【FAIR SCHEDULE】

Wednesday, March 7th - Sunday, 11th, 2012

Wednesday, March 7th: 11am - 6pm

Thursday, March 8th: 11am - 9pm (Reception Party: 5pm - 9pm)

Friday, March 9th: 11am - 7pm

Saturday, March 10th: 11am - 7pm

Sunday, March 11th: 11am - 5pm

Entrance Free

IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE

H.P. FRANCE, INC is proud to present the NEW CITY ART FAIR, a fair of Japanese contemporary art in New York City. 

In the spirit of larger events, including the Armory show and Scope in New York, as well as Art Basel in Miami, HP 

FRANCE will bring together the best of Japanese contemporary art to expose it to a Western audience. The fair will 

include booths by eleven participating galleries from Tokyo, Osaka, and Kyoto including Aisho Mura Arts, eitoeiko, 

FOIL GALLERY, GALLERY KOGURE, hpgrp GALLERY TOKYO, Sh onandai MY Gallery, TEZUKAYAMA GALLERY, unseal 

contemporary, waitingroom, YOD Gallery, and YUMIKO CHIBA ASSOCIATES.

THE NEW CITY ART FAIR is the one and only Japanese contemporary art fair in NYC. Located at hpgrp GALLERY 

NEWYORK, at 529 West 20th Street, the show will be open from March 7-March 11.

The entrance to the fair is free.

【PROGRAMS】

If you would like to participate in any of these programs below, please contact Hisa Yamamoto at  

info@newcityartfair.com / 212.727.2491.  All programs are free

Wednesday, March 7th:

NEW CITY School Tour: 11am - 4pm

Students will be offered complimentary tours led by the NEW CITY ART FAIR executive office. Join in a lively dialogue 

with our exhibitors from Japan, drop off your portfolios, and make connections with Japanese galleries for 

opportunities in the future.

Free admission / RSVP at info@newcityartfair.com

Thursday, March 8th: 
Reception Party: 5pm - 9pm

Japanese premiere sake will be served from 7pm !

Free admission / Open to the Public
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Gallery Talk: 5pm ‒ 6pm

Guest Speakers: Hiroko Ishinabe (Founder of One Piece Club), Hiroshi Sunairi (Artist / Filmmaker)

Hiroko Ishinabe is an art collector who has formed a group for collectors called “One Piece Club.” After the Tohoku 

earthquake, she has been actively supporting disaster rehabilitation in Japan. Hiroshi Sunairi̶an artist/filmmaker and 

a part-time faculty member at the art department at NYU̶visited Fukushima and made a film about the aftermath of 

the Tsunami. Both speakers will talk about these projects and discuss solutions for rehabilitation for Japan in the 

future, as well as the effect of the disasters on the cultural consciousness of the nation.

Free to participate / RSVP at info@newcityartfair.com

Hiroko Ishinabe was born in Tokyo and grew up in 

Iwate, in the northeast of Japan. She received a 

bachelor of law from Keio University. She then went 

on to produce programs and events at Fuji from 1980 

to 1999. In summer of 2005, she became interested in 

contemporary art and formed the “One Piece Club,” 

which is a group for collectors who enjoy and buy at 

least one piece of contemporary art work per year. 　

Ishinabe has since expanded the “One Piece Club” to 

include members in Tokyo, Nagoya and Kansai areas. 

Today, she continues to work around Japan.

photo by 
Takahiro Kaneyama 
(http://www.tkaneyama.com/)

Hiroshi Sunairi  (Hiroshima, 1972) is an artist  / 

filmmaker and a part-time faculty in the Art Dept. at 

NYU. Sunairi is working on film projects; "air," a road 

trip to Fukushima last year and “Making Mistakes,” 

shot in Tibet and shown in various film festivals in NY, 

India and Pakistan.  Over a decade, he presented a 

series, “Elephant in The Room,” about public memory; 

“A Night of Elephants,” using A-bombed trees at 

Hiroshima City Museum, Japan in 2005, “White 

Elephant” a life-sized in ceramic installation at Japan 

Society, New York in 2007 and “Elephant” with local 

trees at Queens Museum in 2010.

http://sunairi.blogspot.com/

Saturday, March 10th: 

Japanese Artists in NYC Studio Visit: 1pm-3pm

NEW CITY ART FAIR provides a rare and wonderful opportunity to visit Japanese artists’ studios by a shuttle bus. The 

second day will include visits with Matsuyama Tomokazu, Tamiko Kawata, Oscar Oiwa, Kenjiro Kitade, Enrico Isamu 

Oyama.

Free to participate / max 10 people / RSVP at info@newcityartfair.com

Panel Discussion: 4pm ‒ 5pm

“Contemporary Japanese Art: Finding its Voice in Japan and Abroad”

A panel discussion will focus on Japanese Contemporary Art through a conversation with a top art critic, museum 

curator, artist and art dealer, all specializing in Japanese art today. The panel will address how recent historical events, 

a pervasive pop culture and a volatile economy, along with other aspects of the current social and economic landscape, 

may influence how fine art is made and marketed in Japan today.

Panelists: Richard Vine (Art in America), Allison Tolman (Tolman Collection), Nao Matsumoto(Artist), Miwako Tezuka 

(Asia Society)

Moderator: Susan Eisner Eley (Susan Eley Fine Art)

Free to participate / Seats are limited, so please RSVP at info@newcityartfair.com 

Friday, March 9th: 
Japanese Artists in NYC Studio Visit: 3pm-5pm 

Studio visits with Japanese artists in NYC by shuttle bus. Artists will discuss their work, and give never-before-seen 

glimpses of their private workspaces.

Artists: Ushio and Noriko Shinohara, Matsuyama Tomokazu, Katsuhiro Saiki, Kenjiro Kitade, Ayakoh Furukawa, Kyoko 

Takei, and more.

Free to participate / Max 10 people / RSVP at info@newcityartfair.com
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Richard Vine is a senior editor at Art in America, 

where he writes frequently on contemporary art in 

Asia and elsewhere. He holds a Ph.D. in literature from 

the Univers i ty  of  Chicago and has  served as  

editor- in-chief  of  the Chicago Review and of  

Dialogue: An Art Journal. He has taught at the School 

of  the Art  Inst itute of  Chicago,  the American 

Conservatory of Music, the University of Riyadh in 

Saudi Arabia, the New School for Social Research, and 

New York University. His articles have appeared in 

various journals, including Salmagundi, the Georgia 

Review, Tema Celeste, Modern Poetry Studies, and 

the New Criterion, and in numerous art catalogues 

and critical compendiums. His book-length study, 

Odd Nerdrum: Paintings, Sketches, and Drawings, was 

published by Gyldendal/D.A.P. in 2001. New China, 

New Art, his book surveying art in China from 1976 to 

the present, was released by Prestel Publishers in fall 

2008. It was reissued in an updated and expanded 

edition in fall 2011.

Allison Tolman is a second generation dealer of 

contemporary Japanese works on paper.  Her 

parents, Mary and Norman Tolman, opened their 

gallery, The Tolman Collection of Tokyo, over forty 

years ago in Tokyo and are still involved in the daily 

operation of the business.  After graduating from 

Yale with a B.A. in Japanese Economics, Ms. Tolman 

spent five years as an anchor for a weekly news 

program on TV Asahi, a Japanese television network 

before entering the family business.  She has curated 

shows of contemporary Japanese prints around the 

US and lectured on contemporary Japanese prints to 

museum groups at the Brooklyn Museum of Art, the 

LA County Museum of Art and the Asian Art Museum 

in San Francisco. She is a past president of the 

Japanese Art Society of America and currently serves 

on the board of the Print Club of New York.

Miwako Tezuka

Information coming soon

Susan Eisner Eley founded the contemporary art 

gallery Susan Eley Fine Art in 2006. She has worked in 

public relations and education at the Morgan Library 

& Museum, the Mayor's Art Commission of the City of 

New York and interned at the Peggy Guggenheim 

Collection in Venice, Italy. She is a former freelance 

editor and writer, who has written extensively on fine 

art and dance for national and regional publications. 

She has a BA in Art History, Brown University, and an 

MA in Visual Arts Administration, NYU. She is also a 

former professional ballet dancer. Eley is a blogger for 

Huffington Post, among other blog sites. 

Born in Yokohama Japan, Nao Matsumoto came to 

NYC in 1997 to study art and received an MFA in 

Sculpture from Pratt Institute in 2000. He lives and 

works in Brooklyn, NY as a sculptural artist, custom 

woodworker and an art instructor. Nao’ s sculpture 

embodies a tone of wry humor and subtle ironies, 

combined with meticulous craftsmanship and 

presentation. Forms and motifs of other organisms 

frequently appear in his work. In contrast to the 

colorful sculpture work, his woodwork reflects a 

minimal and material oriented aesthetic. Simple 

linear compositions and elements derived from 

traditional Japanese structures are prevalent in his 

f u rn i tu re .  He  i s  a  spec i a l i s t  i n  so l i d  wood  

construction with locally harvested hardwoods. All 

work is hand made and fabricated by him.
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Sunday, March 11th:  

Book Launch Talk by Adrian Favell: 1pm ‒ 2pm

Author Adrian Favell will present his new book, which is out in April. 

Before and After Superflat - A Short History of Japanese Contemporary Art 1990 – 2011

Japan has stumbled through a series of economic, social and ecological crises since the collapse of its “Bubble” 

economy in the early 1990s. Yet its contemporary art seems  dominated by pop culture, especially the influence of 

Takashi Murakami, Yoshitomo Nara and others connected to Murakami's “Superflat” movement. What really lies behind 

their image of a childish and decadent society unable to face up to reality? Before and After Superflat tells the true 

inside story of the Japanese art world since 1990, presenting other artists and a thriving art scene almost unknown 

outside of Japan.

Free to participate / RSVP at info@newcityartfair.com

Adrian Favell is a Professor of Sociology at Science Po, 

Paris. He has also taught at UCLA, Adrhus University and 

the University of Sussex. In 2007 he was invited to Tokyo 

as a Japanese Foundation Abe Fellow, and has since then 

been closely involved as an observer, writer and 

occasional curator on the Japanese contemporary art 

scene, both home and abroad. He writes a popular blog 

for the online Japanese magazine ART-iT, as well as 

catalogue essays, reviews and contributions to magazine 

such as Art Forum and Art in America. He was born in 

England and lives in Paris.

Before and After Superflat  
A Short History of Japanese 
Contemporary Art 1990 – 2011

Talk Event: 3pm ‒ 4pm

A conversation on postwar Japanese art will focus on key moment s and artists whose radicalism, experimentalism, and

innovation demand renewed attention in a global context.

Guest Speakers: Reiko Tomii (Independent art historian/ Curator), Eric C. Shiner (Director, The Andy Warhol Museum)

Free to participate / RSVP at info@newcityartfair.com

Dr. Reiko Tomii is an independent art historian and 

curator, who investigates post-1945 Japanese art in 

global  and local  contexts .  Her research topic 

encompasses “international contemporaneity,” 

collectivism, and conceptualism in 1960s art, as 

demonstrated by her curatorial  and authorial  

contribution to Global Conceptualism (Queens 

Museum of Art, 1999), Century City (Tate Modern, 

2001), and Art, Anti-Art, Non-Art (Getty Research 

Institute, 2007). Her recent publications include Kazuo 

Shiraga: Six Decades (2009) and contributions to Art 

and Globalization, ed. James Elkins (Penn State 

University Press,  2010).  She is a co-founder of 

PoNJA-GenKon, a l istserv group of special ists 

interested in contemporary Japanese art.

Eric C. Shiner is the Director of The Andy Warhol 

Museum in Pittsburgh.  His scholarly focus is on the 

concept of bodily transformation in postwar Japanese 

photography, painting and performance art. Shiner 

was an assistant curator of the Yokohama Triennale 

2001, Japan's first ever large-scale exhibition of 

international contemporary art, and the curator of 

Making a Home: Japanese Contemporary Artists in 

New York at Japan Society in 2007. He is an active 

writer and translator, a contributing editor for Art 

AsiaPacific magazine, and adjunct professor of The 

University of Pittsburgh.  Shiner’ s hometown is New 

Castle, PA.  He received a Bachelor of Philosophy in The 

History of Art & Architecture and Japanese Language & 

Literature from The University of Pittsburgh Honors 

College in 1994, an M.A. in The History of Art from 

Osaka University in 2001, and another M.A. in The 

History of Art from Yale in 2003.
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【PROJECTS】

・Charity Photo Exhibition by TAKA

Part of sales will be donated to Japan Earthquake Relief

・Directory of Japanese artists in NYC

NEW CITY ART FAIR supports Japanese artists in New York City, whose personal websites are accessible through the 

website of NEW CITY ART FAIR.

  

【EXHIBITORS】

AISHO MIURA ARTS (Tokyo)   http://www.aishomiura.com/

eitoeiko (Tokyo)   http://eitoeiko.com/

hpgrp GALLERY TOKYO (Tokyo)   http://hpgrpgallery.com/tokyo/

GALLERY KOGURE (Tokyo)   http://www.gallerykogure.com/

Shonandai MY Gallery (Tokyo)   http://www.shonandai-g.com/

TEZUKAYAMA GALLERY (Osaka)   http://www.tezukayama-g.com/

unseal contemporary (Tokyo)   http://unseal.jp/

waitingroom (Tokyo)   http://www.waitingroom.jp/

YOD Gallery (Osaka)   http://www.yodgallery.com/

Yumiko Chiba Associates Viewing Room Shinjuku (Tokyo)   http://www.ycassociates.co.jp/

FOIL GALLERY (Kyoto)   http://www.foiltokyo.com/

【WEBSITE】

www.newcityartfair.com

【FAIR LOCATION】

hpgrp GALLERY NEW YORK

525 West 20th Street, 2W, New York, NY

【ORGANIZER】

H.P. FRANCE, a company that has been involved in the art worlds in Japan, New York, and Paris for the past 30 years, 

will host the event. Currently, they run two galleries of conte mporary Japanese arthpgrp GALLERY NEW YORK, and

hpgrp GALLERY TOKYO.

【SUPPORTERS & SPONSORS】

Supported by Consulate General of Japan in New York.

Sponsored by SAWANOTSURU CO, Ltd. /  Nishimoto Trading Co., Ltd. New York

【CONTACT】

NEW CITY ART FAIR Exective Office

525 West 20th Street, 2W, New York, NY

TEL: +1-212-727-2491　FEX: +1.212 727 7030

EMAIL: info@newcityartfair.com


